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The Power of Youthõs Voice 

 If there is anything we have learned in the past months, it is the power 
of the voices of the youth in our country. 
 Please take some time to read these pieces, and hear the voices of just 
a tiny fraction of the writers at Bonita Canyon School. Realize that these are 
the leaders of our future. We, who are in education, feel blessed to be able to 
work with these developing young people. 

March, 2018 Volume Issue 

Kindness  2 

At the End of the Rainbow 3 

The Crab Chase  4 

Survivor 4 

A Tidal Tale Assessment 6 

Lia the Leprechaun 7 

The Unknown Pass 8 

Snake on a Stick 9 

Shellington the Leprechaun 10 

The Theme of Respect 11 

Playful and Perfect Penguins 12 

Worth More Than Gold 13 

My Grandmotherõs Lost Ring  14 

The Hole in One 15 

Wolf or Cheetah? 16 

Inside this issue: 
I earned 100 dollars selling lemonade in the blazing sun, and I 

think that it is wisest to save this money. One reason I want to save my 
money is because I might want to buy something in the future, like a 

toy or my car! I donõt want to have to walk everywhere or work really 

hard to earn a lot of money. And I really donõt think that Mommy and 

Daddy would be too happy if I asked them to pay for, like, a 

$1,000,000,000 car. 
Next, I think it is smart to save my money because if I do feel 

the urge to donate, I want to be careful and make sure that all my 

money is going to a good cause. My money could go down the drain if I 

donõt be careful! If I accidently donate to somewhere and I want my 

money back, I donõt think they will give in! If I were trying to raise 
money and somebody said they were giving me 100 dollars, I would 

jump for joy! Then, if the people said they changed their mind, I 

would be pretty mad! 

My third reason is, if I do see something that catches my eye, I 

want to òsleep on it,ó which is something that my very wise and 
talented Mommy and Daddy told me about. They taught me this for 

circumstances like this, where I have a lot of money on hand, are 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Kindness 

Leora S. 
Fifth Grade 
Mrs. Wu 

 The author, R.J. Palacio, wrote a fictional story titled 

Wonder, which took place in present day Manhattan, New York. In 
the story, the main character, August, is a 5th grader who goes to 

school for the first time. He was born with a facial deformity and 

had to deal with everyday bullies at school. The theme of the 

story is kindness. 

 To begin with, an example of kindness in the story is when 
Summer gained the courage to sit with August during lunch on the 

first day of school. On page 51, Summer asks August, òHey, is this 

seat taken?ó Summer was extremely brave and courageous to 

voluntarily sit with August during lunch. She did this, not because 

a teacher or adult told her to, but because she felt sorry for him. 
On that first day, August was stared at and felt very lonely. She 

wanted to be kind and helpful, and thatõs exactly what she did. 

 Another example of kindness in the story is when Justin 

protected Jack from the school bullies, Julian, Miles, and Henry. 

He told them to knock it off and be kind to Jack. On page 199, 
Justin said, òDonõt mess with Jack.ó He warns them of this, because Jack has been picked on by 

these boys and Justin stood up to them. He did a very kind thing for Jack. 

 Last, but not least, an example of kindness is when Amos, Miles, and Henry helped August 

and Jack at the Nature Retreat. August and Jack were in trouble with some big seventh graders. 

On page 267, Amos said, òLeave him alone, dude.ó This was a big surprise to the reader because 
these three boys have been very unkind to August and Jack all year long. They were extremely 

kind to protect August and Jack from getting seriously beaten or injured. 

 The convincing evidence proves that the theme of the story Wonder is kindness. Once I 

finished the book Wonder, I realized that sometimes you donõt realize you are being mean or 
disrespectful, and that you should always think about your actions first. This story made me feel 

extra motivated to be kinder than necessary, and to always bring other people up before myself. 

Lemonade War Money 

thinking about spending some, see something that catches my eye and want to buy it. I use this 
technique by simply sleeping one night, then getting up in the morning to see if I still want that 

thing. It really works! Anyway, if you ever somehow end up with 100 dollars, I hope you save it, 

because I know I would!  

(Continued from page 1) 
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At the End of the Rainbow 
Ella V. 
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